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Last week during a visit in Managua, when Sen. Bob Dole criticized President Ortega for jailing
two opposition lawyers, Ortega countered that he would gladly free them "in exchange for the
liberty of a Catholic priest who has been jailed because he was "protesting against the US policy
toward Central America." The priest Ortega referred to is the Rev. Roy L. Bourgeois, a Roman
Catholic priest serving a nine-month sentence in a federal prison in Oakdale, La. He was convicted
of trespassing after a demonstration against the Reagan administration's Central America policy at
Hurlburt Field, a military base near Fort Walton Beach, Fla. Father Bourgeois, in a recent telephone
interview with the NEW YORK TIMES, said his morale improved when he heard that his name had
come up in Managua. "The first thing I thought was, hey, the Nicaraguan people know I'm here,"
he said. In the highly unlikely event of an exchange agreement, Father Bourgeois said, he "would
be happy to go there and pick coffee for the rest of my days." The 48-year-old priest, who spent
five years as a missionary in Bolivia and has visited Nicaragua several times, now spends his days
teaching English to Cuban refugees in jail and thinking about how he ended up where he is. "You
get to do a lot of thinking in prison," he said. After serving with the Navy in Vietnam, where he was
wounded, the Louisiana native decided to become a priest with the Maryknoll missionary society.
The Roman Catholic order is the only US order dedicated entirely to overseas missions. Father
Bourgois said he was deeply affected when two Maryknoll sisters he had known through his work
and training were raped and killed along with a third nun and female missionary by Salvadoran
soldiers in 1980. "It felt like it was family," he said. Father Bourgeois said he sees some similarities
between his case and that of the two opposition leaders in jail in Nicaragua. "We are both prisoners
of conscience," he said. (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 09/08/87)
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